
CABINET

Report of: Councillor Nick Robins
Cabinet Member for Retail and Visitor Economy

Report to:

Date:

Subject:

Cabinet

11th January 2018

Proposed changes to Car Park Tariffs – Welham Street, 
Grantham

Report No:   PD0074

Decision
Proposal:

Council Decision

Relevant 
Cabinet 
Member:

Councillor Nick Robins
Cabinet Member for Retail and Visitor Economy

Report author:

Reviewed by:

Signed off by:

Approved for 
publication

Paul Stokes - Service Manager - Venues and Town Centre
Management
Tel: 01476 40 6410 E-mail: p.stokes@southkesteven.gov.uk 
Date: 18 December 2017

Neil Cucksey – Assistant Director - Property
Tel: 01476 406224 E-mail: n.cucksey@southkesteven.gov.uk 
Date: 21 December 2017

Steve Ingram - Strategic Director - Development & Growth
Tel: 01476 40 60 07 E-mail: s.ingram@southkesteven.gov.uk   
Date: 21 December 2017

Councillor Nick Robins E-mail: nick.robins@southkesteven.gov.uk 
Cabinet Member - Retail and Visitor Economy
Date: 21 December 2017

mailto:p.stokes@southkesteven.gov.uk
mailto:n.cucksey@southkesteven.gov.uk
mailto:s.ingram@southkesteven.gov.uk
mailto:nick.robins@southkesteven.gov.uk


SUMMARY

Cabinet previously considered report No PD0024 on 12th October 2017. That report 
proposed amendments to the car parking tariffs at Welham Street Grantham in order to 
complement the adjoining leisure offer that is being developed. Cabinet considered 
recommendations made by the Growth Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 
amended the proposals accordingly.  Authority was also granted for the consultation 
process to commence in order to make the necessary amendments to the Order. This 
report sets out the outcome of that consultation.

RECOMMENDATION

The Cabinet is asked to consider the consultation responses and objections to 
determine the recommendations to Council in respect of proposed changes to the 
South Kesteven District Council Civil Enforcement Off-Street Parking Places Order 
2017 (as attached at Appendix 1).  

1. BACKGROUND TO REPORT

1.1 Cabinet previously considered report No PD0024 on 12th October 2017. That 
report proposed amendments to the car parking tariffs at Welham Street 
Grantham in order to complement the adjoining leisure offer that is currently 
being developed. Cabinet considered recommendations made by the Growth 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee and amended the proposals accordingly.  
Authority was also granted for the consultation process to commence in order to 
make the necessary amendments to the Order. The consultation on the 
proposed changes to the car parking tariffs was commenced and ended on the 
29th December 2017. Any further responses to the consultation following 
publication of this report and the consultation deadline will be provided to the 
Cabinet. 

1.2 The proposed new Parking Order amends the existing 2017 Parking Order; 
South Kesteven District Council Civil Enforcement Off-Street Parking Places 
Order 2017 (“Existing Parking Order”). The amendments are identifiable in red 
on the tracked changed document at Appendix 1 to this report.

1.3 The “Leisure tariff” for Welham Street car park forms part of the proposed 
Heads of Terms developed with the preferred cinema operator for the new 5 
screen cinema as part of the St Peter’s Hill development. The development also 
includes new restaurants. The “Leisure tariff” is required to assist in establishing 
this new leisure venue as the destination of choice for those customers within a 
15 to 30 minute drive time catchment area. The tariff would be for a maximum 
stay of 4 hours and only applicable to Welham Street car park in Grantham. 
Customers using this car park for all day parking or shorter stays would pay the 
prevailing charge. The “Leisure tariff” would be available to anyone using the 
car park as well as supporting those customers that wish to experience the offer 
at the cinema, restaurant or Guildhall Arts Centre.



1.4 Cinema films vary considerably in length, however most fall within 120-200 
minutes (2-3hrs) running time. The “Leisure tariff” for a maximum of 4 hrs would 
therefore support a visit before 6:00pm to the cinema or Guildhall Arts Centre 
and a restaurant meal before or after a show. Equally it could be used by 
anyone accessing the town centre for a variety of reasons. However, the 
primary purpose of the targeted “Leisure Tariff” is to help establish the new 
destination for a leisure experience in Grantham town centre.

1.5 The stated St. Peter’s Hill - Cinema redevelopment project objectives are:
1) To provide a viable, contemporary, state of the art multi-screen cinema 

complex.
2) To support and enable development of a diverse daytime and evening 

economy through the creation of associated new A3 restaurant space.
3) To improve the attractiveness of the public realm both in, leading to and 

around the scheme.
4) To improve pedestrian access and connectivity to the wider town centre 

and to fundamentally extend the ‘dwell time’ of visitors.
5) To act and attract as a stimulus and a destination for further investment in 

town centre.

It is considered that the introduction of a “Leisure tariff” will support the 
achievement of these defined objectives.

1.6 The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 gives Local Authorities power to provide 
parking places and regulate the use of the parking place by way of a Parking 
Order. Welham Street car park is currently a long and short stay car park which 
is regulated by the South Kesteven District Council Civil Enforcement Off-Street 
Parking Places Order 2017. The proposed changes include the provision of 
Welham Street car park as a long stay car park only. In that respect a further 
change was proposed to increase the tariff for vehicles parked for longer than 6 
hours.

1.7 The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 gives Local Authorities power to provide 
parking places and regulate the use of the parking place by way of a Parking 
Order, providing that consultation is carried out with the statutory bodies 
(Freight Transport Association, the Road Haulage Association, the Chief Officer 
of Police and the local Highway Authority – Lincolnshire County Council) and 
the general public. The consultation must be in accordance with Local 
Authorities Traffic Orders (Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996. 

1.8 The consultation consisted of writing to and sending a copy of the New Parking 
Order to those statutory bodies and publishing, at least once, a notice of the 
proposals in a local newspaper circulating in the area to which the Order 
relates. Also, a notice was placed in the affected areas. The same notice and a 
copy of the New Parking Order was also be made available for inspection at the 
Council’s Customer Service Area. The consultation expired on the 29th 
December 2017.  To date, we have received 16 written objections concerning 
the proposed level of increase to £10.00 for more than 6 hours parking.  The 
main objectors are local businesses or people employed within the area. See 
attached at Appendix 2 for the details of the objections.



1.9 The basis of the objections received to date can be summarised as follows;

 The proposed charge for over 6 hrs will displace those seeking all day 
parking on to unrestricted streets in the area such as Dudley Road. 

 The proposed over 6 hr charge will impact workers on the minimum 
wage, students on low income and volunteers working in the near area. 

 Long term all day users feel aggrieved at the proposed increase in the 
all-day charge as they feel they have made a significant financial 
contribution over the years. 

 Lack of alternative long stay off road parking. 

 Lack of clarity on whether season tickets will still be available in Welham 
Street car park after the proposed tariffs are brought in. 

 Perception that Council employees will be allowed to park free all day at 
the expense of Council tax payers. 

 Lack of an effective public transport system means workers from 
surrounding villages have little option but to come to work in Grantham in 
a car and need all day parking. 

 Council seen as profiteering with the proposed over 6-hr charge.   
 

Cabinet now needs to appropriately consider the basis of these objections and 
to thereby make further recommendations to Council having fully evaluated 
them.

Having regard to the nature of these objections it is suggested that Cabinet 
needs to specifically consider the basis of the proposed long stay parking 
charge.

2. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

2.1 Initially a car park charge rebate scheme to cinema customers was promoted to 
the Council by the Cinema operator but was rejected in further negotiations 
over the development of the Heads of Terms.

3. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
 

3.1 The implementation of the Order can be achieved within existing resources. 

4. RISK AND MITIGATION 

4.1 Risk has been considered as part of this report and any specific high risks are 
included in the table below:

Category Risk Action / Controls
None identified in relation to 
this report 



5. ISSUES ARISING FROM IMPACT ANALYSIS (EQUALITY, SAFEGUARDING 
etc.)

5.1      Further assessment is not required.

6. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Parking in off street parking places can be regulated by Order to prevent 
misuse. Crime and disorder implications increase if an Order is not made and 
car parking cannot be regulated.

7. COMMENTS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

7.1 The Welham Street car park in Grantham (levels 3-6) is one of 2 car parks in 
the town that is classified as a long stay car park and the tariff rates are 
currently structured to support this classification.   Therefore any significant 
variation to the current tariff rates would require a change to the car park 
classification.

8. COMMENTS OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

8.1 Any Order regulating parking must be implemented in accordance with the 
provisions of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, which includes consultation 
with the regulatory statutory bodies and members of the public. The process for 
introducing a new order is contained in the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders
(Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996.  Any objections received 
must be taken into consideration before the proposed Order is introduced.

9. COMMENTS OF OTHER RELEVANT SERVICES 

9.1 None received. 

10. APPENDICES

Appendix 1 - Current South Kesteven District Council Civil Enforcement Off-
Street Parking Places Order 2017 incorporating proposed changes shown as 
tracked changes

Appendix 2 - Comments received during consultation period

11. BACKGROUND PAPERS

As referred to in the body of the report. 


